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Our last study in the book of John was in the first half of chapter 13 where 

Jesus taught us about true servanthood by washing the disciples’ feet. Yet 

John was very clear in writing this account to make sure that we understand 

that Christ-like servanthood is an expression of love. In other words, the root 

of Christian character is love and the fruit is servanthood.  

Jesus’ servanthood was not limited to a certain list of tasks. It was His 

identity—who He is. Because Jesus had a heart of servanthood, there were 

no exceptions as to the degree in which His servanthood would be expressed. 

No task was too menial for Him—He washed the disciples’ feet. And no cost 

was too great—He gave His life on the cross as the ultimate act of 

servanthood (“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 

serve, and to give His life a ransom for many”—Mark 10:45).  

While servanthood is an essential aspect of Jesus’ character and ministry, it 

cannot be divorced from His love, which motivates all true servanthood. It’s 

important for you to see that Jesus’ servanthood is woven into a powerful 

theme of love in the Gospel of John. Keep in mind that chapters 13-17 are 

one extended conversation that Jesus has with His disciples. Jesus is giving 

His disciples His final instructions before His death. And John introduces 

this crucial conversation (and the foot washing) with a powerful statement in 

[vs. 1]: He loved them to the end (telos—to the fullest extent).   

The heart of our study today is going to focus on vs. 34-35 where Jesus 

issues a new command for us to love one another—a command that He will 

reiterate two more times: [15:12] “This is My commandment, that you love 

one another, just as I have loved you.” and [15:17] “This I command you, 

that you love one another.
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 This theme of loving one another is a twin to the theme of love’s obedience as 

seen in Jesus relationship with the Father and our relationship to Him in chapters 

13-17 as well.  

LOVE ONE ANOTHER 

“A new commandment I give you, that you love one another, even as I have 

loved you, that you also love one another. By this all men will know that you 

are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35).  

This is not just a general command. This is the distinctive mark of 

Christianity. This is the test of true Christian character. A genuine disciple—

a true follower of Jesus—is not merely identified by his works or even his 

beliefs but a heart of agape love that could only come from a deep and vital 

union with Jesus. How is the world going to know that our claim to be 

disciples of Jesus is really authentic? It will be our ability to love one another 

in the same manner in which Jesus loved.   

Why is this a new command? All the way back in Leviticus 19:18 we read, 

“You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” a statement that Jesus often built 

upon when He said that the greatest commandment is to love the Lord your 

God and the second is like it, “you shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

(Matt 22:37-39). So how is Jesus issuing a new commandment? No longer is 

this commandment to love one another to be seen as merely a general rule, 

but it is to be lived out in precise imitation of Jesus Himself. He Himself 

becomes the standard. Loving one another is now defined in the very manner 

in which Jesus loved others. We are not just supposed to love one another. 

We are to love one another as imitators of Jesus.  

So what does it mean to love like Jesus?  

We don’t have time for all that could be said in answer to this question and it 

will resurface again in chapter 15. But what I want you to see are some clues 

that John gives us in how He arranged this passage. I don’t believe it’s mere 

coincidence that this new command in vs. 34-35 is sandwiched between 

Jesus’ interaction with two significant individuals who are known for their 

disloyalty to Jesus. This command to love one another is preceded by an 

exposure of Judas betrayal and it is followed by a foretelling of Peter’s 

denial.  

Let’s begin with Judas. As Jesus is washing the disciples’ feet He begins to 

reveal that one of the disciples is not a true disciple. There is an imposter 



among those closest to Jesus. This is why in vs. 10-11 Jesus said, “Not all of 

you are clean.” In vs. 18, He goes on to reveal that this imposter will betray 

Him.  

John 13:18-30 “I do not speak of all of you. I know the ones I have chosen; 

but it is that the Scripture may be fulfilled, ‘HE WHO EATS MY BREAD HAS 

LIFTED UP HIS HEEL AGAINST ME.’ From now on I am telling you before 

it comes to pass, so that when it does occur, you may believe that I am He. 

Truly, truly, I say to you, he who receives whomever I send receives Me; and 

he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me.” When Jesus had said this, 

He became troubled in spirit, and testified and said, “Truly, truly, I say to 

you, that one of you will betray Me.” The disciples began looking at one 

another, at a loss to know of which one He was speaking. There was 

reclining on Jesus’ bosom one of His disciples, whom Jesus loved. So Simon 

Peter gestured to him, and said to him, “Tell us who it is of whom He is 

speaking.” He, leaning back thus on Jesus’ bosom, said to Him, “Lord, who 

is it?” Jesus then answered, “That is the one for whom I shall dip the morsel 

and give it to him.” So when He had dipped the morsel, He took and gave it 

to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. After the morsel, Satan then entered into 

him. Therefore Jesus said to him, “What you do, do quickly.” Now no one of 

those reclining at the table knew for what purpose He had said this to him. 

For some were supposing, because Judas had the money box, that Jesus was 

saying to him, “Buy the things we have need of for the feast”; or else, that he 

should give something to the poor. So after receiving the morsel he went out 

immediately; and it was night.” 

Let’s take note of several things in these verses: 

1. Jesus wants His disciples to know that this betrayal is not outside 

God’s predetermined plan for the Messiah. In vs. 19 He says, “From 

now on I am telling you before it comes to pass, so that when it does 

occur, you may believe that I am He”. In other words, this betrayal 

will bring about a turn of events that will usher in Jesus’ hour of 

crucifixion. And when that happens, He doesn’t want the disciples to 

be disillusioned thinking that Jesus wasn’t the Messiah after all, but 

rather to be convinced that He truly is the Messiah because His 

betrayal and death are a part of God’s plan. Jesus fully knows about 

it and accepts it before it happens, and the scriptures confirm it (vs. 

18; cf. Ps 41:9).  

“Jesus knew what was happening. He was not the victim but the 

master of circumstances…He did not want the disciples to think that 

He was caught up in a blind web of circumstances from which He 

could not escape. He was not going to be killed. He was going to 

choose to die.” (William Barclay, p. 166).  

2. The second thing I want you to notice is in vs. 22. Judas’ deception 

was of the most perfect kind: “The disciples began looking at one 

another, at a loss to know of which one He was speaking.”  It’s been 

said, “Judas must have had the behavior of a saint and the heart of a 

devil” (Barclay 168). Judas played the part so well that the other 

disciples had no suspicion whatsoever toward Judas. He had 

everyone snowed except for Jesus who knew his heart. There’s a 

warning here: we may be able to deceive people with our behavior, 

but it’s impossible to hide the truth of our hearts from Jesus (Barclay, 

168).  

3. The third thing I want you to notice is Jesus’ posture of love toward 

Judas. Apparently the disciples were not only taken by surprise 

because Judas was so good at masquerading, but also because Jesus 

gave them no indication by treating Judas any differently than the 

others even though He knew his heart.  

How would you respond to someone that you knew was betraying 

you—plotting your destruction—even death—under the disguise of 

friendship?   

Notice in vs. 26 what Jesus does when the disciples ask Him to 

reveal the imposter. “Jesus then answered, ‘That is the one for whom 

I shall dip the morsel and give it to him.’  So when He had dipped the 

morsel, He took and gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot.”  

Now there’s something you need to understand here: For the host to 

offer his guest a special morsel was a sign of friendship, a way to be 

singled out with special honor. Jesus was showing Judas kindness 

right up to the bitter end. Jesus would not allow Judas’ evil intent 



in any way to distort His own heart. It’s really true that you are 

the only person that can prevent you from becoming the person God 

wants you to be, even when there is a Judas in your life.  

Here’s what I want you to see: Jesus is expressing His character and 

heart of love even to His enemy. “Love is not determined by the one 

being loved but rather by the one choosing to love” (Love Dare, pg. 

46). What we see here between Jesus and Judas is a picture of the 

gospel—God loving us not on the basis of our lovability or 

performance but on the basis of His character. “God is love! …God 

demonstrates His own love toward us in that while we were yet 

sinners, Christ died for us” (I John 4:8; Roman 5:8). 

Ironically, it was in the very moment that Judas was carrying out his 

act of betrayal that Jesus issued the command: Love one another…  

Immediately after Jesus gives this new commandment, Peter 

expresses his frustration to Jesus. It’s almost as if Peter totally 

missed everything Jesus said about the new commandment. He’s still 

stuck on what Jesus said in vs. 33 about how He was going 

someplace where the disciples could not accompany Him. In vs. 37, 

Peter boasts of His courage to follow Jesus even if it required his 

life. But Jesus responds in vs. 38 by revealing a weakness in Peter’s 

heart that even Peter was blinded to: “Jesus answered, “Will you lay 

down your life for Me? Truly, truly, I say to you, a rooster will not 

crow until you deny Me three times.” You know the rest of the story. 

Peter does deny Jesus, and yet as we will see in the end of this 

gospel, Jesus restores Peter to a true agape love.  

But here’s the part I don’t want you to miss today. When Jesus gave 

us this new commandment to love one another, He specifically said, 

“even as I have loved you.” And when Jesus spoke these words (and 

when He modeled this love), He knew full well what both Judas and 

Peter would do, but it didn’t change the way He would relate to 

them. His love for them was not limited by their performance, but 

was rather lavished on them by His perfection.  

When Jesus commanded us to love one another as He loved His 

disciples, the extent of that love was not limited on the basis of the 

recipient but simply lavished by the giver.  

Life Principle: Your ability to love someone is not determined by the 

lovability of the one being loved but on your capacity to love.   

That means that when you say you don’t love someone it’s not 

ultimately because of what they have done to you but because there 

is a deficiency in your heart. Now without a doubt, there are people 

who say and do things and have personalities that make it more 

challenging for us to love them, but ultimately we must choose 

whether or not we will relate to them in love.  

This clearly indicates that there is much more to love than our 

feelings toward someone. It is a choice of character. I Corinthians 13 

outlines the character that we must choose if we are going to love 

someone selflessly.  

• Love is patient.  

• Love is kind.  

• Love is not jealous. 

• Love is not boastful or proud 

• Love is not rude 

• Love is not self-seeking or demanding 

• Love is not irritable  

• Love keeps no record of wrongs 

• It’s never glad about injustice but rejoices with the truth 

• Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 

endures all things.  

• Love never fails.  

 

This is the kind of love that Jesus called us to express to one another, 

the character of love that is not distorted by the other person’s 

actions but is consistent with the character of Christ in us.  



Yet this agape love is not one that we can attain apart from a vital 

union with Jesus Christ. This is why later in his life Peter wrote, 

“Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls 

for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another 

from the heart, for you have been born again not of seed which 

is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and 

abiding word of God.” (I Peter 1:22) 
 

It takes a work of the Spirit of God through the word of God to 

purify us for an agape love toward one another. Are we giving Him 

that place in our lives?  

Concluding Challenge: 

The quality of your life will be determined by the quality of your 

relationships. And the quality of your relationships is most greatly 

affected by the quality of your character as you are increasingly 

transformed into the likeness of Jesus.  

“A new command I give you, that you love one another, even as I have loved 

you, that you also love one another. By this all men will know that you are 

My disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35).  

Prayer 


